any formal qualifications prior to the demonstration with ether is also confirmed.
Interweaving the traditional story with his new information, Wolfe leads the reader through a very different tale of the introduction of ether by a man not conditioned by scientific training and lacking in moral principles. The notion is raised that it was Charles T Jackson who put the idea for the use of ether into Morton's mind, and that on the same day came its first use on Eben Frost in Morton's surgery. The possibility of the use of nitrous oxide for the painless fitting of false teeth, and the financial benefit that this could bring to his dental practice, originated by Horace Wells, was not lost on Morton. He persevered, found success with ether, and sought to patent the concept so as to benefit commercially from the sale of licences. Failing to make the expected profits, he applied to Congress for financial reward. This resulted in a twenty-five year long marathon, during which his dental practice declined. For a time he became a successful farmer, but the purchase of land, bought, as in his youthful business enterprises, with borrowed money that he could not repay, ultimately led to financial disaster.
Tarnished idol provides a rich insight into the interplay of personalities and circumstances of the "ether controversy", and much material about the nature and behaviour of the various characters. One example of their interaction occurred during Morton's second appeal to Congress. This was the sensational trial of a Harvard professor, John White Webster, for the murder of one of Harvard's benefactors, George Parkman. The victim's dismembered remains were found in the privy in Webster's office. The verdict relied heavily, for the first time on record, on the forensic dental evidence, given by three people deeply involved in the ether controversy, Charles T Jackson, Nathan C Keep and William Morton. Since they were on opposite sides, Morton was able to use this as an opportunity to take revenge on Keep for the dissolution of their partnership some three years earlier. Wolfe surmises that Morton was paid handsomely for his participation.
It may be felt that Richard Wolfe is overly critical of Morton and his character, in comparison with his gentle handling of Jackson, whose duplicitous behaviour is also susceptible of serious criticism; but with regard to Morton, as the rich tapestry of events and people, of opportunism and disappointment, unfolds throughout the book, regardless of any sympathy he may feel, the reader is bound to be left with the impression of a "tarnished" rather than a "fallen" idol. This collection also contains a series of broader articles, meant to situate Tissot in his milieu. That by the late Roy Porter examines the conception of progress in British medical science; a subject that seems only tangentially linked to Tissot and has been poorly translated into French. More successful is Matthew Ramsey's essay on the tensions between a liberal English medical model that stressed the education of the patient and the paternalist German model that put all medical knowledge in the hands of trained and government approved specialists. In his work, Tissot adopted an amalgamation of both models. Articles on Swiss medical healers and the history of male obstetricians illustrate the world in which Tissot practised.
This collection, strangely, does not address directly some of Tissot's most famous works. His Onanisme of 1760 is hardly mentioned, and his discussion of hygiene for the people mostly ignored. Since these works have been discussed elsewhere, the articles here focus primarily on his letters, less well known tracts, and personal relationships. Because these short articles come directly from conference presentations, some subjects are covered only cursorily while others are given repeated coverage. Overall, this collection provides some perceptive glimpses into Enlightenment medicine, but those unfamiliar with Tissot's legacy will need to turn to early biographies. Bradshaw seeks to set the record straight and break with a historiography of nursing that she believes has downplayed the vocational tradition in the development of the nursing profession and the motivations of individual nurses. In doing so, she traces in (often meticulous) detail the apprenticeship model of nurse training from the establishment of the Nightingale school in 1860 to the creation of the United Kingdom Central Council for Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors (UKCC) in 1979. Apprenticeship is shown to embody the Nightingale ideal; a style of training that represented a moral, intellectual and practical approach. It was one seen to equip
